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The  WIFE,  &c. 


\ 

SARAH  SMITHWAITE,  early  in  life, 
married  an  honeft  indufirious  rnad, 
who  was  bv  trade  a  mafon  Fot  the  two 
■firft  years  óf  her  marriage  (he  was  as  hap- 
py  i  a  good  hulband  and  a  prudem  con- 
dLft  couldmake her ;  (he  was  very  notable, 
took  great  pride  in  feeing  her  houfe  clean 
S.d  in  order,  and  if  her  hule  boy  had  but 
a  rag  on  it  was  clean  and  ttdy.  When  Rt- 
chard,  for  fo  her  hplband  was  called,  came 
home  from  work  on  a  winter  s  even.ng  he 
was  fure  to  return  to  a  bt'ght  lutle  fire,  and 
to  be  tnet  by  a  wtfe  wtth  fo  lthihug  and 
cheerful  a  countenance,  that  t  thtngs  hal 
gone  fomewhat  crofs  in i  the  day,  and  hts 
temper  was  a  lít.tle  ruffled  h.s  good-hu- 
mour  was  quickly  reftored.  Honeft  R  diard 
was  fo  happy  in  h.s  wrfe  and  dttld  that 
he  fcarcély  ever  fpent  atl  evemng  from  tus 
own  fire-ude,  and  ihe  care  he  faw  htsyvife 
take  of  what  he  eafned,  and  the  many  com- 
fcrts,  throulh  her  good  management,  tt  pro, 

A  a  «nred 
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cured  him,  was  fuch  a  fpur  to  his  induftry 
ihat  he  purfued  hisd.aily  iabours  cheerfullv* 
and  got  forward  apace.  But  alas !  this  hap- 
pmefs  wasfoon  interrupted. 

Unhappily,  Sarah  formed  an  intfmacv 
with  a  Mrs.  CJacket,  vyho  was  latelv  come 
to  be  her  neighbour :  this  woman  was  a 
great  goflip ;  inflead  of  being  at  home  in 
her  famiiy  flie  was  all  the  tnorning  gaddine 
from  houfe  to  houfe;  fhe  would  call.  on 
this  neighbour  and  the  other  neighbour; 
flop  half  an  hour  to  hear  news  at  one  houfe* 
then  make  a  call  at  anpther  to  communi- 
cate  what  íhe  had  heard,  and  fo  on  till  the 
whole  morning  would  pafs  away,  while  her 
chddren  were  going  in  rags,  and  acquiring 
*  thoufand  bad  habits  by  idlíng  about  the 
flreets.  ‘  Evil  communicalion,  (we  are 
told  by^  ihe  apoflIe:)  corrupts  good- 
manners,’  and  the  truth  of  this  was  ríever 
more  flrikingly  illuflrated  than  in  Sarah. 
Mrs.  Clacket  never  faiíed  to  take  her  neigh- 
hour  Smithwaite  in  her  rounds,  and  was  fo 
cbatty,  and  had  always  fo  much  news  to 
communicate,  that  Sarah  thought  her  the 
moft  agreeable  perfon  in  the  whole  village, 
and  confidered  her  time  well  emplbyed  in 
liftening  toher,  though  her  work  would  in 
the  mean  time  fland  ftill  by  the  hour  toge- 
ther ;  nor  was  this  the  worft ;  the  vifits  Sa- 
rah  received  from  her  neighbour  Clacfcet 

lhe 
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fhe  muft  nece(Tarily  return,  and  then  how 
couM  íhe  refufe  lo  go  with  her  neighbou.r.to 
jnalce  a  feWcalls,  as  (he  térmed  it ;  m  fhort, 
Sarah,  by  coAftantly  affociattng  with  Mrs. 
Clacket  got  fuch  a  habit  of  gaddtng,  tha 
fhe  wás  never  eafy  in  her  houfe,  and  gr5* 
fo  much  to  refemble  her,  that  from  betng 
one  of  the  beft.  fhe  became  one  of  the  worft 
'of  wives  and  mothers. 

It  had  been  Sarah’s  favourite  maxim  hi- 
therto,  that  ‘  a  Stitch  in  ttme  faves  nine, 
and  íhe  had  always  fouod  her  account  in 
adhering  to  it,  but  her  frequent  junketmgt 
withher  neighhour  aacket,  andothers  ot 
the  fame  turn,  to  vvhom  Ihe  had  mtr°d^ed 
her,  took  up  fó  much  of  her  tiroe,  that  ílic 
couid  find  none  to  attend  to  the  cares  ot 
her  family.  If  her  little  boy  had  a  hole  tn 
his  coat  or  flockjng,  Sarah  woird  fufier  tt 
to  remain  ftom  day  to  day,  tiH  it  was  fo 
laree  it  would  take  five  times  as  long  to 
mend  it,  and,  after  .11,  would  look  very 
unfightly :  in  íhort,  every  thing  was  ne- 
elededj  herhoufe,  from  being  one  of  the 
cleaneft,  was  now  one  of  the  moftdiriyand 
dtforderly  in  the  village,  and  all  that 
cou’d  crib  out  of  her  huíban.ds  earnmgs 
went  to  buy  frippery  ornametits,  to  mase 
her  fit,  as  íhe  uled  to  íay,  i° 
with  her  betters,  for  fo  íhe  cailed 
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Clacjket,  bec«uf«  íhe  had  mor«  money  and 
could  drefsbeiter. 

This  fcrt  of  condu^V  coutd  not  be  píeaf- 
ing  to  Richard ;  at  firfí  he  éxpoftulated  in 
raild  terms,  and  endeavoured  by  gentlelan- 
guage  to  recal  her  to  a  fenfe  of  her  duty  ■, 
but  finding  th&  atí  he  faid  was  of  no  avail, 
and  that  Sarah  ítill  continued  her  follies, 
his  temper  beearae  fotited  and  irritated  ;  be 
returned  from  work  peeviíh  and  out  of  hu* 
raour,  and  often  fought  in  an  ale  honfe  the 
comfoíts  he  ufed  tp  look  for  at  horae ;  he 
no  longer  purfued  his  work  with  his  ufual 
alacrity ;  the  fpur  to  his  induftry  was  gone,; 
he  vvorked  no  more  at  over-hours,  by  which 
his  vyeekly  fíipend  was  formeríy  much  en- 
creafed,  tbe  comforts  it  once  produced  him 
were  no  raore,  and  he  becajne  carelefs  and 
negleíUuI.  Sarah  coufd  not  but  obferve 
this  change  in  her  huíhand,  and  compfained 
loudJy  of  it  tp  her  neighbour  CIackét,  ef- 
pecially  of  his  peevifh  tenaper,  which  fhe 
íaid,  was  paft  bearing.  Mrs.  Clacket  con- 
doled  with  her  upon  her  hard  fate,  but 
faid  it  was  entirely  her  own  fault ;  *  OnIy, 
(jaid  £he,)  pluck  up  a  littje  fpirit,  give  him 
as  good  as  he  fcnds,  and  l’ít  war,rant  you 
M'ili  foon  bring  hiin  into  better  humour.* 

Sgxah  had  too  high  an  opinton  of  her 
íficnd  not  to  take  her  advice :  the  next  time 

her 


her  hf»d«poLa J.uh  ^rupaate. 
negtó.of 

of  h«  f‘Vend,í  r;  v!lence  at  leaft,  to  hts 

inftead  of  oppoUQa  r  h*im  (ook  to  hiro- 
too  jiaft  rebiates» ine  and  begaa  to 

fclf  before  he  repro«4  her.^i 

cntnnvrate  every  fol-y ,  t  eontent 
fince  (hefiad.known  htm,  a™  'to 

«ith  «his,  added  thofc  of  (athcr, ^mo  r._ 

fifters  and  brothers.  f  1Tvany  bad 

stsissfStflS  e 

talkaltve. 

band  wete  tn  it.  ^uílom*  that  when 

morrnng,  aceordtng  •  r  0oCkin2£»  name 
u  irhflrd-called  fbr  a  pair  ot  ttoc&ingp, 
Sft  found  tliat  did  not  «ant  mend- 
-»*  ■  and  he  wasobhged  ,o  wan  whde^ 

wite  fewed  up  two  a  •  hefore 

couid.  put  thero  °>V  T™*“ 
htnted,  was  no  nor  th.ng , 
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perlum^  Lf30-1  Pií:hard  was  líiif  morning, 
P  aps,  lefs  in  3  humonr  to  bear  it  vpiih- 
ou.  murmuring ;  he  made  fome  remarke 

teí  '’  l'e,r)  neS,e<f>>.a"d  t!irew  out  fonie  bit- 
er  refledions  agamíl  her  neighbour  Clack- 

j’  ,  r  '0Íf  v,le  examPle  Iié  attributed  all 

u?ua  fl?n"dU<-L  Sf ah  remr'ed  'vi'h  her 

chard’,  ZpanCy;  Í0T  everí  w<>r<i  of  Ri- 
?ards  me  returned  ten,  and  as  flie  knew 

thinff'edré  th^llVate  hlm  more  than  any 
rvf  hf  Jrt'  0,6  ío  revert  to  the  faults 

aídiaedmíi  Wh°  IZZ in  his  youlh  ^ 

por  ítl?  'SUOr'  had  faved  "O'bing íhp- 
pon  him  m  his  age,  and  was  now  chieflv 

maintamed  out  of  his  fon’s  earnings,  added. 

the  nT,i(U  mauerh  hV r?ceived  weekly  from 
borne  Iir;  •  ,hlch,ard  h?d  for  fome  time 
Sh  r  r,h  I0,erab!e  temper,  but  this 
ratled  hischoler  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  it  was 

fe!fhfróemUIfl°?  dÍffiIU,ly  herei,rained  hhn- 
r''  hom  flriking  her :  Sarah  feeing  his 

hand  raifed  againfl  her  was  frightened8  and 

zo%n/n  Ihe  firh,ime  lo  'h'nk  <he’  had 
g  ne  a  httle  too  far;  but  too  proud  to 

m  1«  hi>}'  r°nCtffioís,  oreven  hv  herfilence 

Mined  h?/ee’  as  ^  cal,ed  ih  thathehad 
gatned  his  pomt,  (he  cominued  the  fame 

aggravatmg  language ;  and  when  Richard, 

th  a  very  bad  word,  declared  he  would  bv 

ZT  Zr  revent  ller  heéping  companv 
wnh  that  vile  woman  who  had  corrupted 

her;  to  /hew  him  how  iitile  íhe  regafded 

what 
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whathe  faid,  íhe  took  her  hat  and  cloak 
from  a  nail  ih  the  wall,  and  turned  out  of 
the  houfe,  fáying  íhe  fhould  not  give  up  the 
only  friend  the  had  in  the  world  tó  pieafe 
him,  nor  anv  huíband  ten  times  as*  good'. 
Richard  wás  going  to  ftop  her,  but  feéhng 
htf  tiáflioh  m&  h  xdf  and  fearing  he 
might  be  proyOkéd  ‘to  ftrike  her,  he  was 
prudent  enough  to  let  her  go,  ancf  fat  down 
to  recover  himfelf.  When  his  paflion  had  , 
fomewhat  fubfided,  and  he  began  to  reflea 
eooltv  on  whát  had  happened,  he  was  fen-,^ 
fible  that  however  great  the  provocatton, 
he  had  done  wrong  in  fuffering  paflion  ío 
far  to  get  the  better  of  his  reafon  ;  for  he 
juítly  tefleded,  that  if  he  couíd  not  bring 
about  the  reformation  of  his  wife  by  gentle 
means,  there  was  little  hopesof  egeaing  it 
by  violence;  on  all  accounts,  therefore,  he 
fepented  givíng  way  to  paflion.  Saráh  rn 
the  mean  time  haftened  toher  friend  Glack- 
et  to  tell  all  her  grievances,  and  to  rail  a- 
gainft  her  hufband ;  but  fhe  was  much  dif- 
appointed  to  find  that  fhe  was  goneout  for 
the  Whole  day.  ISIot  knowing  what  to  do 
with  heffelf,  and  in  no  humour  to  neturn 
horqe,  íhe  fauntered  down  a  green  lane  at 
a  iítrie1  diffance  fróm  her  hopfe,  without 
knowin^  úrhither  íhe  was  gotng,  and  reflé«- 
ing  with-  bítternefs  on  the  miférabIeT  hfe 
íhe  led,1  wHich  far  from  attributing  to  her 
own  folly,  íhe  laidwholly  to  thehumourof 

Pi  3  what 
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whal;  ftie.cafled  a,baJ  ÍLníband.  Sbebadnot 
gpne  %  before  (he  w.as  overtake»  hy -Mr. 
AlJeo,  the  cpjate  of  the  viUaga  Tbere 
cot^d  net  be  a  rpure  wgrthjf  benevdlent  cha.- 
radier  thaft  this,gent4eróacu  He  had-heard 
tbat  §acah  and,  her  huftapd  dJd  npft  live,  fp 
Iiappi|y  together  ae  for merljí»  and  that  her 
mifcondu<ft  and  in.timqcy  with  P'ame  Clack' 
et  was  tlje  caufe  of  tfieir  diíagreemetu he 
wilhed  to  inquire  iíiro  the  troth,  and;  to.  give 
Sarah  a  little  whalefotne  adv.ide  if  ne.ce/Ia* 
ry,  the  prefcut  feemed  a  goodoppor.iuoity> 

and  he  immediately  accoíiéd  her..  ' 

\ 

Mr.  Alkn.  Good.  morro\v,.>  neighbour 
?mi|lnvaite,  how,  is  y,our  huihand, .  and  the 
iittle  chubby  boy.  ^  uíed  to  admire  fc  mudi? 

Sarah  courteJying .  Both  pure  w,ell,  thank 
you,  Sir. 

•  ■  .  ■'  '■■■•'■  .>  -v  ■■ 

Mr.  Allen.  Well,  and  lipw  do  vqu.  go  qn  ! 
1  fuppoíe  by  thU  tjme,  as  youhayenQ  greaí 
increafe  of  fami.íy,  you  have  been.  ahJé.  to 
Ia,y  by  a  little  matter  agaimíl  a  ra?wy  <toyf  ,T 

'  „ 

t  \»  i  ■■■  i  '  .  \  * : 

Sarab.  Againfl  arafny  day  !  Si% 
you  we  are  miich  wQríe  offtíja# ;e#éfe; •  J  ■  (5 ..  I 

**  ’  v  ;  .  •  .  V  .  |  ’  ;  y\  i  *  •  'ft 

Mr.  Alhn.  How  fo  ?  you  hw  hjwi  iJP 
flc^nefs  in  your  famiily.,..l  ÍÁQpe,?,  -  ' 


Santh. 
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Svrab.  No,  Sir„  naficknef6,  ibink-God 
wo.hme:  aii  beeni  puye  well. 


Mv.  Ailem  Then  how  is  it  that  you  are 
worfe  off  thant  youiufed  to  be  >  LaJways  un- 
derflíood  that  Richard  was:  aQ^tnduftuou*- 
mani,  fltfd  onfi  oí  tb©  b©fl  pf  huíbands» 


Sir,.  kmJ,  yes.  1*  »»  one  of 
ihe  beft  huíbands,,  buf  b»  isinot  now  what 
he  ufed  to  be.  j  >; 


Mt.  A\kti.  I.am*f©.rry  to  b^ar  this ;  I  hope 
he  has  not  tafeen  to  drinhiug  ^  #  . 


Sarah.  Why  as  to  that»  Sir,  I  cannqt  fay 
that  he  ever  gcts  in  liquor,  but  he  fpends,- 
aloaoft  all  his  evenings  at  the  Swan ;  time 
was  he  ufed  to  fpend 'them  at  homeat  hta, 

owri;  jBre-fide. 

,  *  .  J'  -  f  ■  _  é  t  "... 

Mr.  Alltrt.  Thisis  a  bad  hibit  indeed  ; 
it  is  aftonUhing  to  me  that  a  man  (houid 
prefer  an  ale-houfe,  when  he  has  a  c  eari 
oomforíable  firefide  of  his  own,  and  a  good- 
humoiired.wife  to  receiveinm,  and Ino  doubt 
Sárah.  you  take  care  that  your  huíband  has 

both  there? 

Sarahr  with  fime  cotifuJÍQtu  Why,  Sir,, 
wlleai  people  haveifamilies,  vou  kno.w,  they 

canno*  e*t>ea  Uttngft  to,be  ál.ways  m  pnnt : 

^  ~  where 
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where  one  has  onJy  two  róoms  *nd  a  little 
fiied,  and  waíh,ing,  a-nd  cooking,  and  mend- 
ing,  and  m?king,  and  ali  to  do,  one  miift 
fometimes  bé  in  a  Itttle  diíorderj  but  Ri- 
chard  has  not  hoiight  oft  hat,  if every  -thing 
is  not  juft  in  its  píace,  or  he  has  io  wait  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  for  his  dinner,  or while 
a  button  is  fewed  on  his  íhirt,  the  houfe  is 
too  hot  to  hold  him,  I  am  fure  I  lead  the 
life  of  adog  with  him:  he  is  ilot  :the  ihan 
heufedtobe. 

Mr.  Allen.  He  was  not  then  a!ways  fub-  . 
to  thia  violence  of  temper  ? 

t  Sarab.  Oh  no,  Sir,  for  two  years  after  we 
were  rrarried  there  was  not  a  better  huf- 
band,  nor  a  better  tempered  man  in  the 
World ;  and  fo  induQrious !  It  would  fur- 
prize  you,  Sir,  to  know  how  much  money 
he  got  by  working  over  hours. 

Mr.  Atlen.  He  'negle<f>s  his  bufinefs  now, 

I  fuppofe  í 

Sarah.  VVhy  no,  Sir,  I  cannot  fay  that 
neither ;  to  be  fure  hedoes  not  Iet  thechild 
or  me  W3nt  for  any  thing,  but  he  nevér 
works  at  over-hours  as  he  ufed  to  do ;  he 
has  got  it  in  his  head  that  he  íhall  be  nohe  r 
the  i  icher  if  he  géts  ever  fo  much,  becaufe 
he  fays  I  managé  fo  badly ;  iqdeed  he 

feems 
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feems  to  take  delight  now  íp  nothing  but 
quarrelling  with  me ;  l*m  fiire  í  lead  the 

Hfe  of  adog.  > 

; .  •  ?'.{  .  ,  '* .  • 

• :  *  j  -  > 

Mr.  Allett.  In  moft  differences  .between 
mart  and  wife,  neighbour  Smithwaite,  there 
are  fanlts  on  both  fides ;  now  let  us  examine 
a  ííttíe  whether  you  are  not  as  much,  if  not. 
more  in  fault  than  your  huíband ;  from  what 
you*  have  faid,  and  what  1  have  before 
heard,  I^am  indined  to  think  thrs  thecafei 
You  do  not,  I  think,  accuíe  Richard  of 
drinking,  nor  any  vice  of  jthat  kind.  Thongh 
he  does  not  work  at  over  hours,  you  fav  he 
takes  care  that  neither  you  nor  yóur  child 
íhould  waht  for  any  thing  ;  your  principal 
charge  is  againíl  his  temper.  An  irri table 
temper  is  cerfainly  very  reprehehfible,  but 
as  you  fay  that  for  two  years  after  yOur 
marriage  Ridiard  was  one  of  the  beft  tetn - 
pered  men,  I  am  perfuaded  fuch,  a  •  change 
could  not  take  place  without  feme  caufe ; 
can  you  now  Iay  your  hand  on  your  heart, 
and  íay  ferÍQufly,  that  you  have  never  gi- 
veh  yourvhuíband  provocatiotí  ? 

Sarab.  Wby,  Sir,  he  has  ;taket)(  jt  into 
his  head  fo  be  in  his  airs  becauíb  I 'keep 
a)mpany  with  my  neighbour  Clacket,  who 
is  as  good  a.-fbrt  of.woman  as  any  in  the 
world ;  if  it  was  not  for,  her  I  íjiould  not  be 
•ble  to  bear  with  his  humours ;  but  I  go 
i  .  and 
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and  tell  her'  rny  trroubles,  andíbe  comforta 
me,  a«d  aitvvhs  me  what  to  do.  lndeed  if 
íhe  had  not  perfuaded  me  to  pludc  up  a 
little  fpirtt,  there  would  havebeen  noliving 
With  him  ;  but  Hbwhaitd  haa  no  wdrd!fiad 
enough  fer  her,  becaufé  íhe  is-  íny  fnbnd; 
buf  !•  am  «fetermined  n«ven  to  gitve'hec  up, 

andfo  lf  have  told’him;  .  ?  -  v  r  * 

•  ..  /  ;  ;  ■  ...?  ..... 

Mt»i  ■■/&}&*•■  Thb.  is  no  t:  adbing  a&  at  good 
wffe,  Sarafr.  Itisyoipr  du ry .  to  1  ove ,  h afwaur 
and  obé^ouFhufband1;  Gódicommatjds  you 
íb  to  do ;  and'  however  lightiy  you;  majn 
think  of  thiír  commandmeot;  yoa.  hav« 
fworn  at  tfee  aitar  to  keep  it. 

.*  .  _  .  #  A  *  t 

■■S&ab*  Yes,  Str ;  butthis:is  fueh  an.  «n- 
reafonable  thing !  •>• 

-  .  ,  ;  ;  ;  ,  y;.:  ■  ,  ■  f  ;  ;  '  »  •  •  r  {>  j 

*  Mr.  Ailett'.  It'  is-  your  duty  to  give'  up 
to  your  hufband,  Sarah;  insail  tbiogs  thát 
are-not  eririainal ;  and  in  this  inftaoce:  Ri- 
chard  has,  if  what  l;have  heard  be  true,  vcry 
good  reafon  for  objeding  to  your  intimae^ 
with  Dame  Clacbet,  who  is;  to  iíiyí  know- 
iedge,  a  very  idle  goflipping  woman,  neither 
a  good  wife  nor  a  good  mother: 

Sarah.  Dear,  does  your  Reverence  think 
fb?  l’m  fure  I  never  faw  any  barm  etf  hen 
iti  my  Itfe ;  to  be  fore  íhe  and-  hef  hufband 
quarrels,  and  íhé  is  obliged  in  her  own  do 
>  '  fence 


f 


■  t  15  ] 

fence  to.give  him  as  good'  as  he  brings,  or 
he  wQuld,  áa  íhe  fays,  trámplíe  herMindfer 
foot ;  but  rm  ftireHf  he  would'let  heralbne 
flie  would  not  begin.  ' 

Mr.  dÍVerí.  T  am  afraid,  Sárah,  you  have 
itubibed  too  maóy  ofher  principlbs  foi;  your 
own  'or  you(  huiband’s  happinefe.  t  am 
told,  and  Tnow  fear  it  is  too  true,  thar  you 
are  Cdntinualfy  ffom  home  junketing-  wirh 
this  woman,  that  ybu  meet  bniy  to  rail 
agaiqfl,  and  talk  over.  the  faults  of  your 
hoíbands;  ahd  that  bv  thefe  means  vouflir 
up  each  other  to  oppofe  and'aggravate  their 
tempers. 

Sarah  fejt  tbe  force  of  thefé  truths  too 
ftronglv  to'reply  immediately ;  íhehefítated1, 
and  was  covered'with  Confufíon,  to  find  the 
venerable  curate  fo  well  acquainted'with  her 
manner  of  going  on.  At  length  íhc  faid»  to 
be  uire  íhe  could  not  fay  but.flie  hadgor  a 
habit  of  being  frorn,home  more  thad  “t® 
ufed  to  hé,  aqd  flie  oiten  thougfrt  íhe  would 
breaiuhrdugh  it,  but  he>  nejghbourClacket 
af\vay5  faid  *fó  raudi  tfeat  íhe.coúld  never 
refufe. 

'  Mr.  Alkn .  Cán  you  then  wondéf  át  your 
h&hd  VtfiJi'ng;  to'breah  off  ’  a  cbmie&ion, 
wnich  by  yotyr  ówn  account,  leads  you  into 
thihgs  thát  you  know  to  be  wrong.  ff  Dame 
&  Clacket 
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Clacket  were  your  true  friend  íhe  would 
advife  you  to  that  only  which  would  conci- 
iiate  the  ,aflFé<fiions  of  your  huíband,  and 

saake  your  life  comfortal>le* 

Sarnh.  I’lf  anfwer  for  it,  Sir,  íhe  means  no 
harm.  To  be  fúre  íhe  did  teíl  me  td  give 
my  htílhand  as  good  as  he  íent,  when  he 
fcolded,  and  I  believe  I  may  have  now  and 
then  gone  rather  too  far  with  that,  as  I  have 
this  morningí  ‘ 

j •  »  .  'i  -/  ii  ‘>  - ;  r : x  _  \  % 

..  Mr.  Allen  underflanding  thf t  a  'difpúte 
had  recent!y  happened,  inieníihly'led  Safah 
to  give  him  a  detat!  of  the  partieúíars, 
which  íhe  did,  and  fo  impartially,'  that  he 
was  at  no  lofs  to  fee  that  the  fault,  as  he 
had  reafon  to  thmk  it  ufually  did,  lay  in 
•ber  aggravating  tongue,  he  therefore  went 
on  thus  : 

Mr.  Allen .  From  the  account  you  havé 
given  me,  Mrs  Smithwaite,  we  iee  the 
truth  of .  the  Apoflle  [ames’s  words,  *  The  *■ 
tongue  is  a  little  member  that  boafleth  gfeat 
things.*  *  Behold,  (continues  he.)  how 
great  a  matter  a  iittíe  flre  hindleth^  In 
other  words,  obferve  how  much  flrife  and 
animoíity  may  be  occafioned  by  ,  one 
thoughtlefs  or  aggravatihg  word ;  ohe-bad 
word  naturally  leads  to  another, 
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fofy  of  each  pa«y  is:  fcrádled,  and  bjc*< 
and  murders  aré  xmen  tbe  confequencc,  ?  * 

Sárah.  Yes,  Sir,  to  be  íure,- 1  might  be 
wrong;  but  you  cannot  think  hW  cra(s  anct 
ill-natured  Richard/poUe  about  the  flocjír 
ings,  though  I  am  fure  í  was  nOt  more  thati 
ten  minutes  mending  thcm. 

Mr.  Allen.  4  A  fóft  aníwer,  ,(my  good 
wom^n,  we  are  told  by  Solomon,  the  wifeft 
man  that  ever  Iived,)  tumeth  away  wrath.* 


Now  had  you  recolieéted  this,  and,  in* 
flead  of  irritating  your  huíbmd’s  temper, 
which  was  already  ruffled,  had  told  him,  you 
were  fórry  for  the  negledt,  and  wouidl'  en- 
deavoiir  to  prevént  it  in  futuré,  be  aifured 
^is  anger  would  foon  have  pafled  av^ay,  and 
thediíagreeafele  confequénces  that  fucceeded 
■entireIyavoided.  -  .r.  ,  >  í* 


Í  *5 arah.  Why,  to  be  fure,  I  mpft  own  l 
lid  provofce  him ;  í  am  forry  now.that  I 
aid  fo  much,  but  if  I  had  been.  to  be  kifled 
‘°r  it  I  could  not  have  helped  ii  at  the  time. 


:  v  f, 

\  ■'T  ■  í 
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Mr.  AlUn.  The  Scripture  tells  us,  Mrs. 
mwhwatte*  that  *  The  tonguc  is  a  fire,  a 
rorld  of  iniquity/  that  ‘  it  defileth  the 
thole  body,  and  íetteth  oa  fire  thé  .whoie 
Jourfe  of  nature now  fo  much  power 

being 


to  coufidei  it  as  oiW  Ql  tne  mott  jtnpoiMtns 
duties  to  govern  it  wife)y,  it  was  gtven  u< 
to  utíer  the  praifes  of  ouf  Creator*  not  tov 
Wafbfceme  his  hofy  name,  gnd  tOibecep» 
an  infttument  ó£  ftrife  and  Conteniioa 
among  ottr  breihcen,  whom  we  ar?  com- 
manded  to  love  andi  edify.  I  dpeafe 
to  vou,  Mrs.  Smithwaite,  becauíe  I  fee 
vou  regularlty  at  churchj  and  condude, 
thwHore,  that  you  have  fome  fenfo  o|. 
religion*  *  r'J  ''  — 

Saroh  l  hoce  &>?  Sir,  for  I  fay  fiiy 
prayers  regutarly'.  '■  >r  . 

Mr.  Alkfu  The  mere  repetttion  of  prajff 
ers,  or  attendance  on  chureh,  (t 
where;  it  produces  no  efte£l  on.  oar  conducí| 
can  avail  liftle  ;  *f  we  hope  to.  plcafe  .God 
and  live  with  Chrift,  we  muft  euiluvate 
that  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and  fo f bea r a n cc , 
an  example  of  whicti  he  feís.  us  m  tu* 
bleíied  life :  quf  faicb  is  nothing  i£  it  P«* 
duce  noc  fuch  fruiis,  fos  hy  thefe  fchailwe 
Iíiiow  that  we  are:truly  his  dtfctplesh  10« 
may,  perhaps,  think,  that  if  you  avotd 
vidding1  to  pafíion  yourfel£  itt  ta  fbfficieott 
that'  our  duty  cnds  m  reftraining  ou»  wWn 
oaftiona:  but  it  is  fac  otheitwifei  we  nauft 


rght,  and  be;  carefuí  not  to  throw  iq  théir 
ny  a  caufe  of  íluthbling  or  oflence/;  it  ís 
,ur  dutv  to  avoid  every  word, .  iook,  or 
yftion,  thst  i§  Jikely  moxcifeorroufethoíé 
:vil  propenfiHés  whi'ch  Jnaprer,  or  left  né 
lormant  ih  us  all;  and  are  too  rea^ 
>reak .  forth  on  the  flighteft  occafions ; 
véry  one  muft  feel  that  the  flefh  íuftéth 
ontinuallv  againft  thé  <j>irit ;  arid  are  we 
iot,  tbink  you,  accountabie  fer  tbe  fins 
>f  óuf  brother,  if  inftead  of ;  affifting  hrm 
o  overcome  the  evil  o.f  his  patitfe, '  we 
>rovoke  ánd  excite  it  ?  Wheq  we  fee  our 
>rother  oti  the  poinf  of  ytekHhg  to  the 
jaflion  of  ahger,  ahíi  hir  up  or  encoupagp 
t  by  apy  provofeingofaggravatingíangua^, 
lo  we  hot/  think  yoo;  tempt  himTto 
md  becóme7  guilty  of  ‘  hfs  fin  ?;  Sf.  James 
idvifes  us  to'  *  keep  a  ftri<5t  guafd  on  our 
ongue,  leaft  it  teqipt  our  brother  to  evil/ 
lf  any  ’mah,  ( fays  tbe  apoftle,J  offhnd 
íot’ih  word,  the  fafne  is  á  perféét  man; 
tnd  abíe  afíb  to  bridle  tlie  whofe  body.* 
ín  another  pl’ace  he  aads.  *  The  tongue  is 
tn  unfuly  evil,  full  of  deadiy  ^0^00/  The 
«ords  of  our  Lord  himfelf  o.n  this  flibjeét 
ire  ver y  remarkáblé,  and  deferving  the 
noft  ferÍQUs  cQnfideration.  *  A  gpod  maq 
)ut  of  the  good  treafere  of  his.  fteart 
íringeth  ferth  góod  ihings,  and  an  evil 
uan  out  of  the  evil  treafuré  of  his  heart 
t>ringeth  forth  evil  things;  out  of  the 

abun- 


«1 
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^hundancc  pf  the  heprt the.  mouth.  fpea^r 
cth :  But  t  fay  unto  you  that  every  idle 
worcj  that  men  íhaíl  fpeak,(  they  (háll  givej 
account  ;héreof  in  the  day  of  judgtneht, 
*9f  hy  thy  roouth  fhalt  thou  be  juflified, 
aod  by  tby  tnouth  íhalt  thou  be  cohdemndd.* 
Oh,  Snaithwaite,  this  is  an  awful  dc 
hph^WÍoo,  átxd  froíb  the  lips  of^ruihjtieífl 
let  tt  found  everjn  your  ears,  aod  prévent' 
your  giving  your  torrgne  a  licence  you  ft 
fear  to  recolieát  in  t’hat  tremendptis  d|y  ’ 

Sarah 
tvhat  you 
beeu  fo  v  _ 

dbne  WFong,  and  wiíí>  never  in  future  pro- 
vphe  my  huíhand  ín  the  mahnér  I  have 
do.né*  JL  wilt  Veujrn  honíe  and  entreat  hi* 
forgtvenefs.  . 

Mr.  Thié  wihding/  of  this  lane, 

if  I  amnot  miftaken  ieads  to  your  cot* 
tage:  come,  1  will  go  with  you,  andhave 
the  pleáiure  of  witnéííing.yoiur  reconciliation. 

.  ..  .  4  .  ’ 

Sarah.  Oli,  Sir,  how  good  you  are!  I. 
begin  to  think  I  have  been  more  in  fault 
|han  Ricba»*d  ;  for  to  be  fure,  \yhen  I  come 
ío  cohfider,  it  is  a  long  time  fince  he  has  had 
p  comfortable  fire  fide  to  come  to. 

,  Mr.  41Í0* 
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Mr.  AlUnA  am  rt joiced,  my  good  Sarah, 
to  hear  yqu  talk  thos,  the  fault  that  is  féqii 
and  ackhdwledged  ishalf  aiíiendéd ;  beliévé 
me  you  #íif  fin^!^?moré^féa#tfre^Ín '  tíéf- 

ínrminíf  t/hnr  riiitTr  r 


*  *<.  :  nfí  C'  T  7  *  VT  lll  ucr- 

formíng  your  duty  thaaih  attertding-  tó  the 
ga^na:;;J«ttkedng  of  your  neigbbour 


"  ***r>%*  tcwajnij,  wnateveT  it 

maX,c,oil  bréak  ofFwith  0ame  Ciacfcet. 
At  thts  íhoment  tiíéy  én'teréd  rhe  cottage, 
where  Richard,  who  had  thé  dav  before 
ftramed  his  thuthh/fo  that  he  comd  not  -go 
to  work,  ^asWihgliría  rumíhátibfe  óh  rhé 

Hé  rcfe 

refpeítfullf  to  recerve  the  good  curate,  but 
when  he  introdirced  his  'wife  to  hiiit  si&  a 
pemtqhf  R>r  fhé  ftiilts'  flie  bad  cbnímitted, 
md  heard.  fcef  áckóowfedge  them,  aík  his 
Forgivenefs,  atld !  i  deciaré  her  ‘réfbimion  tó 
tmend,  he  Was  afrrrbft  béfidéhimTejf  with 
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ílwo.?“.  SíH  S9"?M  **•*.  'taa  be  to 


rooktd#or4 


agáfn  gíre 


The  - 
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Tbe  good  curate  wa«  delighted  with  the 
recondliation  hii  admonitions  -had  brought 
abour,  he  receíved  their  rautual  thanks  aod 
bade  them  íarewéll,  promirmg  »o  call  upou 
tbefn  agatu.  Sarah  toid  her  huiband  fiu 
wouid  break  oif  .her  coanedion  with 
Clacfcet;  but  fóchanl  wa?  ío  pleaiéd  With 
the  condud  of  his  wife,  that  he  faíd,  tf  it 
would  gtve  her  pain  he  woulcT  not  defice  it, 
as  (he  feemed  fo  fenfihleof  ber  crror»t 
and  to  know  fo  weli  how  ip  amend  them; 
for  whiJe  he  took  a  walk  with  his  little  bojr, 
íbe  had  fet  about  cleaning  her  apartmeat 
and  fctting  things  in  *>rder,  walhed  thc 
table-clotfi,  and  nad  cvery  thing  h|  order 
for  his  retuni.  Nor  was  this  fudden  refc 
lution  foon  forgotten,  Sarah  perfevered  ia 
the  fame  condudt  with  unremitted  a(Tiduity, 
aiid  Richard  in  return  became  the  fame 
diligent,  induftrious,  and  kindhufcandhe 
had  forfoerly  been.  Mrs.  Clacket  fcveral 
times  caíled  and  endeavouned  to  joke  Sarai 
out  of  tbe  part  fhe  had  taken,  but  íhe  waí 
now  too  well  convinced  of  her  errors  to 
relapfe,  and  found  too  much  comfbrt  u 
tíie  path  íhe  had  returned  to,  again  « 
fwérvé  from  it,  Mrs.  Clacket,  thereíore 
finding  her  opinions  had  not  tbe  futt 
weight  as  formerly,  made  her  calJs  le4 
írequent,  and  at  laíi  wholly  dropt  them :  noj 
was  this  any  vesation  to  Sáfabi  Jhf 


*  t  *3l 
at  Mr.  AHen  forctold,  vtHakdy  grcaler 
fatisfadioa  jperforiping  the  doties  of  her 
ifction  than,  iti  lifiening  to  the  idle  tales^ 
ér  ih  attending  tó  the  juidietÍQga  of  her 
•eighbour  Clachct. 
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